
PROGRAM IRCEF 
«A New Factor In The Consolidation Of Civil Society In 

Europe: Churches And NGOs Working Together To Protect 
Nature» 

The urgent need to find a new factor in the consolidation of civil society 
in Europe 
 
EUROPE is facing serious destabilizing challenges today:  

 threats of terrorism and hybrid interventions against the background of 
economic recession increases the level of social discomfort; 

 unprecedented migration flows, refugee groups and related cultural and religious 
conflicts increase disunity; 

 a growing problem of separatism both at the local (Catalonia, Scotland) and at the 
European level (Brexit) are changing the perception of European communities 
and cohesion 

These problems are exacerbated by Eastern European conditions of the post-Soviet 
period such as: 

 formation of one's own identity, statehood and most important a formation of a 
full-fledged civil society; 

 their own economic, cultural and administrative crises are destabilizing society 
in general; 

 People of post-totalitarian countries are in many ways passive, paternalistic, 
lacking initiative and with a high level of distrust towards each other. They need 
to be  introduced to a new value system and also the formation of a civic 
consciousness. 

 
Against this background, the previously familiar world order is under threat not only 
in the framework of the established ethical and legal systems after the Second World 
War, but also at the level of the European values of interaction and practices of 
cooperation in society. This happens at the global level as well as at the level of simple 
relations which are experiencing outbursts of distrust and disunity. 

Therefore, it is important to talk about the need to update the European identity 
in the face of all these challenges, which in the framework of all their contradictions, 
require the development of new mechanisms for consolidating, uniting and developing 
common values and practices of creative interaction. 

In such conditions it is necessary to search for a new sector of society that will 
promote interaction on the basis of common goals despite the social difference that 
make up its groups. 

Nature protection – a platform for the consolidation of civil society in 
Europe 
 

Against the background of global and local destabilizing trends, mankind does not 
have many neutral, genuinely common and undeniable values that can become the basis 



for involving various disunited social groups of a disoriented society in productive 
interaction and social consolidation. 

One such basic value in this global world is ECOLOGY. Post-Soviet society 
requires not only the adjustment of environmental values but also the formation of 
appropriate thinking through a system of environmental education. Post-Soviet people 
traditionally perceive the environment as something not particularly important, 
inexhaustible and which the state should be the caretaker of, but not the average person 
who simply consumes nature. Moreover, in conditions of low living standards, the 
environment is often used for enrichment. This attitude requires more substantial 
modifications of the way of life itself through systemic changes in society, both from an 
environmental point of view and a civil point of view. 

That is why, within the framework of this program, nature protection is 
understood not simply as the protection of the environment or the performance of 
certain actions for more efficient use of natural resources, but as a complex and social 
practice that conserves and develops nature, and therefore changes society, its behavior 
, which in turn requires the development of mechanisms of civic engagement and social 
cohesion. That is why this project’s concepts do not consider only narrow segments of 
environmental activities (energy saving, energy efficiency, water problems, etc.) 
although they are based on them, but include broader mechanisms of influence on 
targeted groups of the population - eco-tourism, eco-entrepreneurship, cooperation 
between communities, charities, the use of educational tools, etc. 

CHURCHES AND NGOS can become natural partners in the consolidation 
of society 
 

Churches and NGOs can become natural partners, because they now have the 
common task the protection of Creation – nature! 

 Churches are viewed as full participants in public relations. They have all the 
features found in civil society and in addition they have specific opportunities in 
the context of the goals of this program and the establishment of cohesiveness of 
the communities. 

  NGOs are singled out precisely as bearers of conscious social activities in a 
society aimed at productive social transformations. 

The cooperation between these two clusters of modern society will lead to additional 
development and consolidation of civil society based on the implementation of 
environmental issues 

Churches Benefits 
 

CHURCHES have undeniable advantages that will ensure the implementation of 
the IRCEF Program: 

- The Church provides access to specific social groups, often not accessible to 
NGOs. Territorially these Churches forms global networks that extend to the most 
remote regions. 

- The Church has an undeniable religious authority for believers, while also having 
considerable civil authority among the secularized population due to generally 
accepted Christian values, often taking on the role of mediator in emerging 
conflicts; 



- Churches, and the specifics of its activities, appeals to universal values, taking 
advantage of the special attention of different audiences, having the potential of 
direct communication and moral persuasion beyond the legal norms, uniting 
people regardless of their income, social status, nationality, etc., which promotes 
agreement, solidarity and sustainable development. 

- Wherever civilian activists come from, religious communities have been there for 
a long time, long before NGOs, creating a tradition of rooting and interaction in 
the community and in a certain territory. 

- The church strengthens the social and individual stability of the population by 
providing methods which are used to combat defeats and disasters, teaches 
overcoming difficulties and mutual assistance. 

In the post-Soviet space, churches have an additional level of public trust, being a 
social institution which in many cases have been used as an  alternative authority to the 
traditionally perceived repressive and corrupt institutions. Churches, against the 
background of significant crises within the post-Soviet sphere, were often the center of 
self-organization and activities of the population, especially at the local levels, 
introducing to the society patterns of social cooperation, remuneration, consolidation, 
showing and assisting in the establishment of patterns of benefitual social behavior. 

The Benefits of NGOs  
 

Benefits of NGOs in the context of this Program are as follows: 
- They provide opportunities for systematic work with the population to 

implement specific values (including ecologycal) 
- They have a wide experience of educational work related to the implementation 

of social and civil environmental programs 
- They have shown to have significant results  in public dialogue, built on the 

allocation of common values and needs of different social groups 
- They have the marketing skills for social advertising and promotion of goals 
- They have significant experience in the development of social activities, and of 

assertive behavior. They have the techniques which are used to establish 
independence  

NGOs in the post-Soviet society of Eastern European countries (and Churches) are 
experiencing the stage of elimination of their totalitarian past, winning trust and mutual 
respect  of various groups of people in this transformation. This has sufficient potential 
for positive changes in a society that is ripe for change, leaving behind the dysfunction of 
old post-Soviet ineffective social institutions. 

Common position and efforts 
 

Having both the NGOs and the Churches acting together in unison will produce the 
following: 

- more systematic promotion of environmental values and their actualization in 
the minds of the population causing changes in their behavior. 

- the expansion of social dialogue around universal values, (such as ecology), 
which is particularly needed in the post-Soviet societies 

- developing a tolerance by the societies and paying attention to the values of each 
others will lead to the coopereation of common goals 

- a development for social cohesion and consolidation of these societies. 
The interaction of the Churches with the NGOs will lead to the development of mutual 
opportunities.  



IMPORTANCE OF EXPERIENCE for the implementation of the Program 
 

Against this background, Western European society is certainly stronger and 
more experienced and can provide its experience and practices for the formation of civil 
society in the post-Soviet countries, as well as development in the field of ecology. In this 
sense, the Program is designed for the gain experience from our Western partners in the 
implementation of specific project concepts. 

At the same time, it is important to consolidate the progress made thereby 
ensuring the implementation of environmental. 
 

The approaches of NGOs and the Churches to the treatment of ecology 
 

The NGOs regards the environment as the sphere of application of specific 
environmental, nature-promoting values, their corresponding thinking and activities, 
which fixes environmental practices in the constant behavior of the population, in which 
both nature and society change. 

Churches concentrates on nature as the Creation of God, as important as Man, 
demanding a conscious responsibility of man before God for this Creation, in postulating 
the inseparable unity of Man and Nature as created by God. The protection of nature and 
man is one in Christian ethics, where respect for Nature is the Self-respect of Man. 

In these most generally formulated approaches, the positions of NGOs and the 
Churches are practically shared, creating unique opportunities for fruitful cooperation 
using the specificity of each cluster, with the synergistic effect of the general application 
of the advantages of each other. 

OBJECTIVES OF THE PROGRAM 
 

OBJECTIVES AND FEATURES OF THE PROGRAM: The very practice of Churches and 
NGO cooperating together is an innovative feature of this program, providing not only 
1. a change in environmental thinking and behavior, but also by facilitating the tools of 

these two public organizations 
2. but also will promote the development of social cohesion and the consolidation of 

civil society as a whole. 
This will be an important contribution not only to the development of the experience of 
nature protection, but also for the consolidation of societies in the face of modern 
threats 

  
The very work with the Churches will become a new experience for the development of 
the civil society at the current stage, as well as the practice of dealing with 
environmental issues. 
  

Such cooperation will also ensure the mutual exchange of experiences: 
- The Church will gain the competence of its multiplications (priests and 

community activists) in environmental issues, as well as in applied civil works; 
- NGOs will receive experience with religious and grass-roots territorial 

communities, expanding their opportunities for social dialogue. 

PRINCIPLES OF THE PROGRAM 
  



Proceeding from the complexity and systemic nature of the stated goals, this Program 
will take into account simultaneously the following PRINCIPLES: 
1. joint cooperation and exchange of experience between authors and participants in 

project concepts throughout all phases of the program. 
2. Systematic and complementary goals of the project concepts, taking into account 

the characteristics of the participating countries, specific target groups and 
territories. 

3. Orientation both to gain experience as Western partners in the implementation of 
the Program (both in terms of the environment and civil society) and to provide 
methodological material and the results of the developments from Eastern European 
countries to solve broader problems in the world. 

4. The mandatory availability of a pilot program of the implementation of project 
concepts, the completion of which will include joint work on the errors, the exchange 
of experiences and complementary efforts. This will allow, at the subsequent main 
stage of the program, to consolidate environmental values in the form of daily and 
independent practices along with practices of civil cooperation and trust. 


